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AN INTERESTING FORM OF THE 
SNAPPING TURTLE. 
(Chelydra_ serpentina.) 


Recently several large snapping turtles have 
been received at the Philadelphia Aquarium, which 
appear to differ from those found commonly about 
Philadelphia and the Middle Atlantic States 
generally. Iam indebted to Mr. W. E. Meehan, 
the Director of the Aquarium, for the opportunity 
of examining them. Altogether three specimens 
are in his possession, one from Minnesota and the 
others from Lake. Copake in New York. Of the 
last, one is simall.,; . Ail agree in one striking fea- 
ture, though most developed in the two large exam- 
ples, in the presence of three lengthwise keels 
on the upper surface of the carapace being well 
elevated and very conspicuous. Other examples 
with low and evenly convex carapaces, and with 
the keels but slightly developed, if at all present, 
are of all ages, the largest measuring 144 inches 
over the longest diameter of the carapace. These 
local specimens are from Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. This evidence is interesting, as most writers 
state that the carapace becomes gradually smoother 
withage, though my incomplete observations, chiefly 
from lack of northern material for comparison, 
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would point to a possible existence of two forms. 
This involves a question of the correct application of 
the fortunately few synonyms heretofore grouped 
under Yestudo serpentina Linneus, which may 
be restricted to the northern or extremely keeled 
form. Chelydra lacertina Schweigger is virtually 
identical. The remaining Chelydra emarginata of 
Agassiz may then refer to the southern form, or at 
least to that common in the Delaware Valley 
and south. 
H. W. FOWLER, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


‘COLOR CHANGES IN COLLARED 
LIZARDS. 


Last summer it was my good fortune to be able 
to study Bailey’s Collared Lizard ( Crotaphytes col- 
laris) in the Painted Desert of northern Arizona. 
Those which I observed were found only in locali- 
ties where the volcanic or other rock occurred in 
piles, or was seattered over the ground. The liz- 
ards were generally seen perched upon one of these 
rocks. During the cooler houry of the day they 
were nearly always a dark, iaty gray, but when 
the air was warm and the lizards became more ac- 
tive, the color changed to a bright emerald green. 
This was in the country of the sandstone rocks. 
Where the black lava rock occurred the great 
majority of the lizards were of the same dark color, 
even when active and during the sunny part of the 
day. In this latter country they were a perfect 
example of protective coloration, but the green ones 
seem quite conspicuous, unless one could imagine 
a resemblance to the short grass, which occurred 
irregularly. 

I have two specimens in captivity, and notice 
this same color change during the day. In the 
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morning, or when the air is cool, they lie sluggishly 
on the bottom of the cage, or under a rock, and at 
such times they are of this dark color and show 
no desire to feed. When the sun strikes their cage, 
however, they scramble around in a lively manner, 
their lighter colors begin to show, and they snap up 
meal worms eagerly. 
They are good feeders, quite hardy, and are 
very gentle, never offering to bite. 
DWIGHT FRANKLIN, 
New York, N. Y. 


FISHES IN THE WATER-SUPPLY # 
WILMINGTON, DELAWAR". 


On April 15, 1910, we visited Mr. Alfred D. 
Poole at Wilmington, who offered us every oppor- 
tunity to examine the fishes in the filter-beds. 
These are fed from the reservoir, which is supplied 
from the Brandywine Creek, at a considerable dis- 
tance. After the water was drawn off, we found 
the following: Abramis erysoleucas, Notropis hud- 
sonius amarus, N. analostanus, N. cornutus, Cypri- 
nus carpio, Catostomus commersonii, Ameiurus neb- 
ulosus, Lepomis auritus, Hupomotis gibbosus and 
Boleosoma nigrum olmstedi. On September 24, 
1910, we again inspected other of the filter-beds, 
finding all of the above except Ameiurus nebulosus, 
besides the following additional species: Anguilla 
chrisypa, Semotilus bullaris, Ameiurus catus and 
Micropterus dolomieu. On November 20 and 21, 
1913, we again visited Wilmington, and examined 
the reservoir after the water was drawn off. We 
found it contained the following: Notropis analos- 
tanus, Cyprinus carpio, Anguilla chrisypa, Lepomis 
auritus, Hupomotis gibbosus and Micropterus salm- 
oides. These lists are quite interesting as showing 
the variety of species which gradually stock artifi- 
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cial bodies of water after considerable periods of 
time, as several years had elapsed since their pre- 
vious drainings. 


R. J. PHILLIPS and H. W. FOWLER, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


NOTES ON FISHES NEAR NEW YORK. 


Since a List of the Fishes Known to have 
Occurred within Fifty Miles of New York City went 
to press in the Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Linnean Society of New York, published Febru- 
ary 8, 1913, further data, changing the local status 
of the following species, has come to the writer’s 
attention : 


Hippocampus hudsonius. (Feb.!) April to Nov.! 
Lobotes surinamensis.2 Casual. Sept. and Oct. 


One seen in the fishermen’s catch at Galilee, N. J., Sept. 
20, 1913. 


Prionotus carolinus. May to Nov. 21.3 


Urophycis chuss. Common. Oct. to at least Nov. 21.3 

Paralichthys dentatus. May to Nov. 21.3 

Paralichthys oblongus.? Common. Nov. 

Limanda ferruginea.* Common. Nov. 

Lophopsetta maculata, August to Nov. 23, at which 
date in 1912 it was seen taken from rather deep water. 


1. N. Y. Zoological Soc. Bull., April 1904. 
2. N. Y. Zoological Soc. Bull., Jan. 1907. 
8. Seen taken by the writer off New York in twenty-one fathoms, 


Nov. 21, 1912. 
J. T. NICHOLS, 
New York, N. Y. 


LATE AOTIVITY OF PICKERING’S HYLA. 


On December 7, 1913, at Plainfield, N. J., I 
heard three Pickering’s Hylas giving their clear, 
Spring whistle in different parts of the woods. The 
day, like the preceding, was unseasonably warm 
(temperature 54° F. at 11:45 A. M.) and rainy, and 


the woods very wet. 
W. DE W. MILLER, 


Plainfield, N. J. 
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